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Year End Update - 2015 

 

As we close out 2015, we would like to briefly highlight a few activities that the Office of the 

Juvenile Defender (OJD) undertook over 2015.   

 

Training and Resources: 

 

We conducted some research regarding expunctions that indicated very few attorneys were 

discussing the option with juvenile clients because there is appears to be confusion regarding the 

confidentiality implications and the impact on adult expunctions. To address the issue, OJD 

developed a multi-media expunction toolkit that includes a flow chart of expunctions, a collateral 

consequences manual, a PowerPoint with voiceover that discusses the basics of expunctions in NC, 

and an expunction reminder card that defenders can download and give to eligible clients.  

 

We collaborated with the UNC School of Government (SOG) to plan the annual delinquency 

conference held in August. The conference focused both on practical and systemic issues. Topics 

included how the adult racial justice manual applies in delinquency court, race and pre-

adjudication issues, and an historical overview of racial justice and juvenile justice as well as the 

ethical implications.  

 

We collaborated with the Cumberland County Public Defender office to provide a basic 

delinquency training attended by assistant public defenders and privately assigned counsel in 

Cumberland, Hoke and Scotland counties. OJD also partnered with the Department of Public 

Safety Division of Adult Corrections and Juvenile Justice (DACJJ) to provide two trainings for 

defenders in DACJJ’s central region, with the possibility of future trainings in 2016.  

 

Legislation: 

 

OJD worked with the NC Bar Association (NCBA), stakeholders, and other interested parties to 

develop a juvenile delinquency reform package that was ultimately included in NCBA’s legislative 

agenda. The Juvenile Reform bill (House Bill 879) was signed into law by the governor in mid-

June and became effective December 1, 2015. The law’s changes and additions effect due process 

and confinement as well as an attempt to reduce further entry in to the criminal justice system. 

Specifically, the law: 

 

1. Extends the age required for juvenile confessions from 14 to 16, which would 

recognize the developmental uniqueness of adolescence while providing guidance to 

law enforcement.  

2. Provides a procedure for a motion to suppress in adjudicatory hearings, very similar to 

the procedure in adult criminal cases in superior court 



3. Codifies case law that requires the decision of intermittent confinement to be made by 

the judge and not by the court counselor. This is necessary to prevent juveniles from 

being subjected to days in detention without the judge directly ordering the juvenile to 

go to detention for those days. 

4. Clarifies that there shall be a separate adjudicatory hearing if the court finds probable 

cause but does not transfer a case to superior court 

5. Clearly defines that a “prior adjudication” refers to an offense that occurred before the 

offense that is before the court for disposition. By establishing this definition, the law 

makes clear to a juvenile what will count towards the level of punishment s/he will 

receive if s/he commits a delinquent act.  

While the Raise the Age legislation never made it out of Committee this year, an appropriation has 

been attached to the bill which potentially makes it eligible for consideration during the short 

session.  OJD assisted in the discussion of the issue considered by the Criminal Investigation and 

Adjudication Committee of the Chief Justice’s Commission on the Administration of Law and 

Justice.  

 

New Initiatives: 

 

The Department of Adult Corrections and Juvenile Justice (DACJJ) received an initial planning 

grant from the federal Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention to develop a 

comprehensive re-entry plan from intake to release from court supervision for juveniles who were 

sentenced to Youth Development Centers (YDC). OJD’s role in the project is intended to be a 

resource for juveniles and their parents or guardians. We will provide juveniles with a basic 

overview of what to expect legally upon release from YDC and direct them to pertinent resources 

such as educational or housing counsel if needed. In addition, OJD will serve as a conduit between 

the juveniles and their attorneys of record. 

 

Historically OJD has not done direct representation, however, this year IDS approved the Assistant 

Juvenile Defender (AJD) maintaining a small caseload. OJD believes doing so will help maintain 

credibility and effectiveness in the practice. The AJD will be appointed by the Wake County 

Public Defender Office to represent juveniles in a limited rotation.   

 

Other: 

 

As we look toward the new year, we continue to perform our ongoing functions including: 

representing juvenile defense on various boards and committees, meeting with other juvenile 

justice advocates discussing various juvenile issues, responding to the media as requested, 

consulting with trial court practitioners and appellate counsel, providing training materials to 

groups and individuals, direct representation of juveniles, and monitoring the legislature and the 

appellate courts.  

 

 

 


