
Juvenile Justice Legislation – 2019 

*Note:  Raise the Age amendments not included 

Session Laws Enacted 

Session Law 2019-33: Juvenile Code revisions as recommended by the Court Improvement 

Project 

G.S. 7B-3100 is amended by adding a new subsection to read: "(c) The juvenile's guardian ad 

litem attorney advocate appointed pursuant to G.S. 7B-601 may share confidential information 

about the juvenile with the juvenile's attorney appointed or retained pursuant to G.S. 7B-2000." 

Session Law 2019-41: Multiple Referrals Eligible for Teen Court 

G.S. 7B-1706(c) is amended by removing the language limiting teen court referrals to juveniles 

not previously referred. 

Session Law 2019-47: Photos of Juveniles at Show Ups 

G.S. 15A-284.52(c1) is amended by allowing an investigator to take a picture of a juvenile 10 or 

older charged with a non-divertible or common law robbery offense at the time and place of a 

show-up. 

Session Law 2019-198: Easing Expunction Procedures for Juveniles involved in Human 

Trafficking 

G.S. 7B-3200 is amended my removing the 18 month waiting period after juvenile court 

jurisdiction has ended for juveniles seeking expunction after adjudication for an offense if 

participation in the offense was a result of having been a victim of human trafficking.  

Session Law 2019-216: Implementing Crime Victims’ Rights Act/Marsy’s Law 

Amends numerous laws in the Juvenile Code to expand access to victims or parents/guardians 

of minor victims to hearings and information in juvenile court.  See attached information for 

details. 

  



What Juvenile Defenders Need to Know About Marsy’s Law 

In August 2019 the N.C. General Assembly passed Senate Bill 682, an act implementing additional rights 

to crime victims as provided in the N.C. Constitution.  Known publicly as “Marsy’s Law,” the bill extends 

current rights and creates new rights for victims in adult criminal and juvenile delinquency cases.  Part II 

of the bill details the changes. 

Who is considered a “victim”? 

An individual whom there is probable cause to believe that a juvenile has committed an offense against 

the person or a felony property offense against.  Both of these terms are defined in the statute, but 

broadly refer to most felony property offenses, assaults, sex offenses, violations of 50B orders, 

communicating threats and stalking.  Note that the statute provides that if the victim is a minor (which is 

frequently the case in juvenile court), then a parent/guardian/custodian may assert the minor victim’s 

rights.  Therefore in certain situations, a parent, foster parent, or possibly the Department of Social 

Services could assert the victim’s rights. 

What rights do victims have? 

 Timely notice of hearings 

 Right to be present at hearings, upon request 

 Right to be reasonably heard, specifically at adjudication, disposition, or release of the juvenile 

 Right to receive information about the offense, the adjudication and disposition 

 Right to be notified about the escape or release of a juvenile 

 Right to reasonably confer with the district attorney’s office 

The expanded rights allow greater access to juvenile information. However, the statute also describes 

protections to juveniles regarding confidentiality: 

No rights under this Article provide grounds for a victim to examine or obtain confidential 

juvenile records. In providing notice or information to any victim, no agency, department, or 

official shall permit a victim to examine or obtain copies of any part of the juvenile record. 

Except as provided in G.S. 7B-2055(c), any agency, department, or official that provides a victim 

written notice or information under this Article shall not identify the juvenile by name in the 

notice or information, but shall identify the juvenile by the juvenile's first and last initials only. 

This Article shall not be construed to require or permit disclosing to any victim any information 

contained in juvenile records except as specifically provided. 

NOTE: Defenders should as best possible ascertain the information given to victims and report to the 

court violations of the above section, especially if the information is detrimental to your client. 

Conferring with the District Attorney’s Office 

There are many new obligations on behalf of the district attorneys.  Most relevant to juvenile defenders 

are the delivery of information and opportunity to confer.  The victim can request to receive information 

“about the adjudication and disposition of the case.”  This is defined as whether or not the juvenile was 

adjudicated delinquent, the offense classification, the dispositions available to the court, any no contact 

orders as they relate to the victim and any order of restitution.  The statute also provides that the 

district attorney’s office shall offer the victim the opportunity to reasonably confer with an assistant 
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district attorney to obtain the views of the victim about, “at a minimum,” dismissal, plea or negotiations, 

disposition or any dispositional alternatives.   

Conferring with Juvenile Justice  

Most of DJJ’s new responsibilities with regard to victims involve the post-disposition phase.  Of chief 

concern to defense counsel is the new right of victims to have an “opportunity to be heard” by DJJ, and 

that DJJ “shall consider the victim’s views” regarding release of the juvenile from YDC.  In fact, the 

“victims views shall be considered during the post-release supervision planning conference process.” 

NOTE: The victim’s input may impact DJJ’s decision of whether to release a committed juvenile or 

extend their commitment.  Juveniles or their parents can request that a court hold a hearing on 

whether or not to extend their commitment. If the court orders that your client be committed to YDC, 

counsel them on their right to have a hearing if DJJ plans to extend commitment. 

 

 


