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Sharif Deveaux is a powerhouse in the courtroom. While he speaks with intention and conviction, it is 

apparent that his role as a juvenile defense attorney is a serious matter. Sharif graduated from the 

North Carolina Central University School of Law in 2010 and began working with the Wake County Public 

Defender Office in 2012 and is still employed there today. Sharif has presented and trained at various 

programs and brings the same passion and conviction to training his fellow attorneys as he does 

defending children in the courtroom. He has also been featured in the Youth Justice Voices Series with 

the Southern Coalition for Social Justice speaking on the stigmas youth receive in the criminal justice 

system. Sharif is an advocate and OJD is happy to spotlight him and his amazing work.  

When asked, “Why is Black History Month important to you & how does that impact your juvenile 

work?” Sharif says this:  

Black History Month is important to me because, “my people are destroyed for lack of 

knowledge.” Black history was intentionally ignored or distorted for centuries by white people in 

positions of power or influence with a purpose of dehumanizing and subjugating black people. It 



is necessary that black and white people understand the truth of our history to be able to 

respond to the institutionally racists systems developed while our history was being denied.  

This impacts my juvenile work because the school-to-prison pipeline is a direct result of racism 

within the educational and criminal justice systems. To effectively represent my clients and 

obliterate this pipeline I have to understand the historical underpinnings that created it; as well 

as, be able to empower my clients to avoid it, by counseling them about the reality of their 

circumstances from a historical perspective.     

 

  


