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Staisha Hamilton received her BSW from Tuskegee University and an MSW from SUNY Buffalo with a 

Substance Abuse concentration. She is now a Doctoral Candidate at Walden University with a 

concentration in Criminal Justice. She has over 12 years of direct clinical practice with adults and 

children and in each setting, criminal justice and juvenile justice was a commonality. Three years ago, 

she chose to leave clinical practice and enter the world of juvenile defense from a social work 

perspective. She is currently employed as a social worker on the Children’s Defense Team at the Council 

for Children’s Rights and states that the “collaboration between the social worker and the juvenile 

defender is vital for meeting the adolescent and family needs.” She believes that holistic representation 

for juveniles is critical when it comes to establishing true redemption, reform, and rehabilitation. OJD is 

thankful for her work in juvenile defense and her dedication to improving the juvenile justice system. 

When asked, “Why is Black History Month important to you & how does that impact your juvenile 

work?” Staisha says this:  

Black History month has always been an allotted time for black excellence to be recognized in a 

predominantly white society. Historically, it presents a moment where everyone is educated on 

the contributions Black people have continuously made to a country that shuns them. However, 

in recent years, the rise of Black voices has proven that Black culture and contributions made by 

Black people cannot be limited to the shortest month of the year.  



Currently, we continue to be heard in forums that have historically silenced us. We continue to 

be seen in places of darkness and will continue to make space for every Black child with a big 

name. Black history is now a recurrent, revolving, and revolutionary event that cannot and will 

not be limited to a month.  

This directly correlates to current juvenile practice. Research shows children of color are 

disproportionately represented in both the juvenile and adult criminal justice systems. As 

juvenile defenders now more than ever intentional advocacy is a must. For juvenile defenders 

specifically those of color, this includes zealous advocacy inside the courtrooms, the detention 

centers and the classrooms. Juvenile defenders are charged with recognizing and assisting in 

removing systemic roadblocks for children of color who enter the web of the criminal justice 

system.  

 

 

 


